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Self-Assessing Speech

Voicethread 
Robert Squires

Background 

The 15 students in this group are studying at an English Language Institute in the United States. They are between the ages of 18 and 28. Most students are around 20 years old. They come from Japan, Korea, Tajikistan, Saudi Arabia and Taiwan. They seek to enter university by passing the Test of English as Foreign Language (TOEFL) or meeting the requirements of the institute. Their language skills range from low intermediate to advanced. The class is called Community Involvement and Service Learning. It has been designed to have students practice their language skills through completing 2 hours of volunteer work in the local community each week. The class meets once a week for 2 hours on Fridays to consider the role of volunteerism in the U.S. and to use Voicethread to record their weekly experiences. 

Goal: 

To have students reflect on the quality of their speech and make improvements where they see necessary 

Objectives:

By the end of this activity, students will be able to: 

· Post a recording of their experience at a volunteer organization on Voicethread


· Identify areas of weakness in their speech using a self-assessment sheet

· Re-record and post an improved version of the experience on Voicethread

Rationale for the activity

The enduring skill that I would like the students to develop is the ability to notice and reflect on their own speech and make improvements where necessary. I also see the activity building in a certain degree of quality to the Voicethread postings. It is learner-centered and addresses the fact that it is not possible for the instructor to give detailed personal feedback on 15 postings each week. 

Activities:

Estimated time for activity once the students are acquainted with Voicethread- 40 mins.

1) Students record their weekly experience on Voicethread  (10 mins).

2) Students review the self-assessment worksheet and follow the directions for reviewing their work (15 mins). See sheet for more details. 

3) Students re-record their weekly experience paying conscious attention to the areas they wish to improve (15 mins).

Anticipated Problems/Solutions: 

Problem: The activity could take longer than expected the first time as many students will want to make multiple recordings. 

Solution: The issue of 'not liking my accent' or having 'perfect' English may need to be addressed by way of a discussion. This could lead to a nice teaching moment where the validity of errors in spoken communication and how accents from different regions of the world are a source of pride are considered.

Problem: The students may feel that their experiences that week are not sufficient to make a good recording for review

Solution: The students should be encouraged to look for the novel in their volunteer experiences. They should be considering what they are going to report on their experiences while they are at their job. In this way, there should be something to talk about. If for some reason a student has missed work that week, the student could be given a topic related to the course. For example, if you could start a non-profit organization, what would it be and why?  

Extensions: 

Students could use the self-assessment sheet to consider their classmates' recordings and comment next to the relevant picture.

Different areas to focus on could be given on the assessment sheet to allow students to consider issues such as elision and ellipsis.  

